Considerations and Possible Modifications
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students

1) When available, use the FM or Soundfield system on a regular basis.

2) Face the student when speaking and avoid moving around the room.
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3) Speak clearly and slowly.

4) Before speaking, make sure you have the visual attention of the student.
5) Repeat information/pertinent comments from other students.

6) With the overhead projector or blackboard, turn and face the class when
speaking.

7) Provide preferential seating (usually in the front of the room).

8) Provide a quiet environment during olass lectures/presentations. Minimize
ambient noises.

9) Place tennis balls on the bottom of the chairs and tables.

10) Provide a daily outline on the board.

11) Write new vocabulary and technical terms on the board.

12) Use lots of visual aids and/or graphic drganizers.

13) Make learning as experiential and hands-on as possible.

14) Use contextual clues as much as possible.

15) Assign a hearing buddy to assist the student in catching missed information.
16) When giving verbal directions, provide a step-by-step outline on the board.
17) If possible, arrange more difficult material to be completed early in the day.
18) Ask different students each day to repeat instructions.

19) When appropriate, allow students to work in pairs.

20) Make sure the room is well-lit.



HINTS

HELPING THE DEAF/HARD OF HEARING STUDENT IN THE MAINSTREA M
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Most deaf/hard of hearing (HOH) students use lipreading to some extent to
supplement their understanding of oral language. Preferential seating in the
classroom is very important. To facilitate the student’s lipreading ability, allow
him/her to sit near the front of the classroom or near where you do most of your
speaking. Allow the student to move around to the most advantageous place in the
classroom to afford the best opportunity for seeing and hearing.

When speaking to the class, stand in a place where the light will be shining on
your face, and not in the student’s eyes. Do not let the student face the window
where glare or bright light will interfere with his/her seeing the teacher’s face.

Face the student when speaking. Remember do not talk to the class while you are
writing on the board.

Speak in a carefu] yet natural manner. Avoid exaggerated lip movements. Avoid
talking excessively loud or shouting. Students with a hearing loss are often overly
sensitive to loud sounds.

If the student does not understand you, re-phrase the sentence rather than repeat it
constantly. One key word may not be understood. For example, “Did you do the
assignment?” can be changed to, “Did you do your homework?”

The deaf/HOH student relies heavily on textbooks and written material to obtain
information. Giving him/her information about what is to be covered in class prior
to the class session is helpful so that he/she can read the material in advance and
become familiar with the new vocabulary.

Listening and taking notes at the same time is very difficult for the deaf/ HOH
student for he/she cannot easily understand the speaker without the visual clue,
lipreading. A classroom note taker, assigned by the teacher is often helpful.

Homework assignments should be written on the board. Check to be sure the
student understands what is assigned.

Loudspeaker announcements are often not understood by deaf/HOH students. The
teacher or a fellow student should be designated to inform the student of
announcements.

Assemblies and other large group gatherings are difficult listening situations. A
note taker should be provided for older students. Someone should orally
summarize or orally interpret the program for younger students.

A student’s ability to understand speech may fluctuate. The strain of watching
intently in order to understand through lipreading as well as the strain of listening
may make a student tire quickly. His/her listening comprehension will drop.
He/she needs extra time to rest his/her eyes and relax in order to fully attend to the
classroom demands. Remember, intensive listening and lipreading can be
fatiguing.






